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purpose, and "battling stoutly for the change which he pro-
posed to make, he soon after sank under the insidious and
rapidly advancing malady which carried him off.

It is not necesssary for the purposes of the present bio-
graphy to enter into the details of this new Devonian battle,
for during his lifetime Jukes had in this question few allies ;
and Murchison, who survived him, did not imagine that the
contest would ever again be seriously renewed. But they
who have given most attention to this part of geology will
probably most readily admit that, whether in the way of
contest or not, the question must be re-opened, that the
accepted classification of the rocks of Devonshire is far
from being satisfactory, and that Jukes did a great service
by boldly attacking it and bringing to bear upon it all his
long experience in the south of Ireland, which gave him an
advantage possessed at the time by hardly any one else.

Among the deaths by which the ranks of the geologists
of Britain have in recent years been thinned, none came as
a heavier blow than that of J. Beete Jukes. In the prime
of his life, with no common bodily vigour, with a capacity
for field-geology second to that of no one in this country,
and with a ready power of felicitous exposition, he seemed
to be a man on whom much of the future progress of the
science among us would depend. But it was not only, or
perhaps even mainly, for his rare scientific qualities that his
death was mourned. His qualities of heart were rarer still.
A more joyous, generous, kindly spirit lived not among us.
In the heartiness and hilarity with, which he threw himself
into whatever he had to do, he preserved almost the fresh-,
ness of boyhood. Before the appearance of his fatal para-
lytic affection there could be no lack of solid talk and.
